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LEVAN LAGIDZE RETURNS TO
LONDON AFTER 20 YEARS

Described as a ‘living legend’, Levan
Lagidze is one of Georgia’s greatest
artists. His works are collected by national
museums across the former USSR and in
the US, including the iconic State
Tretyakov Gallery in Moscow. This
autumn, The Georgian National Museum
of Fine Arts opened a new building with a
hall dedicated to the artist’s work.

Lagidze is known for his highly
structured and layered abstract paintings
and philosophical approach to art. He is
sought-after in the international art world
where his paintings have recently fetched
high sums at auction in New York, but is
notoriously reclusive. ‘Bach Exercises’,
hosted by Katrine Levin Galleries, is the
first exhibition the artist has agreed to
outside Georgia in 20 years, to be held in
London from 19 November through to
8 December. The title of the exhibition
derives from Lagidze's perception of Bach
and the cadence in the paintings. He says

‘listening to Bach I see the infinite...
each measure, rhythm, accent and pause
is so precise that his music is always
new and unexpected. This is the magic
of universal composition. The music you
can see or the painting you can listen to.’

Lagidze’s art escapes definition except
through a metaphor. He says that creating
a composition is like ‘measuring eternity
with careful steps’ a phrase that is key to
his artistic practice. Captivating like
brilliantly cut multi-coloured gemstones,
his works present universal narratives
such as landscape and urbanisation
through the lens of abstraction. Yet
Lagidze’s abstract works are not at all
abstract – his combination of colours and
title paints a vivid emotional image. The
observer’s eyes might not immediately
recognise it, but the heart does. If there is
such a thing, his paintings are emotional
hyperrealism. You need only look at
‘Spring. After the Rain’ or ‘October’ (both
pictured) to be transported to a specific
time and place in memory. For Lagidze,

‘there is no contemporary or not
contemporary art. All artists that have ever
immersed themselves in the language of
art are in the present’. His art aims to
share a common experience, to unite
rather than disrupt or shock.

Nana Jorjadze, the Oscar-nominated
Georgian film director, aptly wrote that
‘Inside every square of Levan Lagidze's
work is a separate universe. His world, his
art, is a great galaxy. Perceiving his
paintings depends upon distance: from
afar, one sees a large canvas, but as one
moves ever closer one's approach seems
endless and one discovers ever more
numerous and increasingly minute
universes within.’

Born in 1958 in Georgia’s capital,
Tbilisi, Levan Lagidze graduated from
Tbilisi State Academy of Arts in 1981. He
founded and led an artist’s studio at the
Tbilisi Artists’ House in 1983 and served
as Chairman of Georgia’s Young Artists’
Union from 1986 to 1989. In the early
1990s he supported struggling Georgian
artists in the economically turbulent and
violent decade following the dissolution of
the Soviet Union. In the calmer times of
2011, he founded the Lagidze gallery in
Tbilisi.

The exhibition is open to the public
from 19 November - 8 December, 11.00 -
6.30 daily, except Sundays, at La Galleria
Pall Mall, 5b Pall Mall, SW1Y. Further
details at www.katrinelevin.com
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Spring. After the Rain. 
By Levan Lagidze.




